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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2015

Mar 21: CIG Meeting 10 am
Mar 25: General Meeting, LDS Church, 7:00 pm
April 4: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am

DNA Group
There will be no Meeting in March, 2015

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, Mar 21, 2015
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

10:00 am - Noon
Topic: An Introduction to Using DNA Testing 

for Genealogy
Presented by Vernon Smith

The types of tests and what they can provide 
will be addressed

MCGS General Meeting, Mar 25, 2015, at 7:00 pm
“Finding the Answers in Online Newspapers?”

Presented by Trisha Bomar
Vice President, Publicity,

Sonoma County Genealogical Society
Searching online newspapers is a tool every gene-
alogist should be using.  The extent of newspapers 
digitized online today is massive!  Families can only 
pass down so many stories, while some remain dark 
secrets.  We know names and dates, but newspaper 
articles can make your ancestors come to life by tell-
ing us their stories!
Trisha tells the amazing story of the illusive Gilroy 
family through different newspaper articles, showing 
how they are searchable.

Read her 8 page Handout.

Saturday Breakfast, April 4, 2015, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited
for breakfast on first Saturday each month at 
Star Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at
9:00 am. Join us for food and discussion. 

MCGS General Meeting, Apr 22, 2015, at 7:00 pm
“Discovering Your Ancestor’s Personality through 

Handwriting”
Presented by Leslie Nye

Upcoming Events

Sacramento Genealogical Society
Root Cellar 2015 Spring Seminar, Mar 21, 2015.
Citrus Heights, CA 95610
Presented by D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Joshua Taylor, a nationally-recognized Genealogist, 
will present four topics of interest at this all-day 
seminar. This event is now sold out and registrations 
are no longer being accepted.

SFBAJGS Sunday, Mar 25, 2015 at 1:30 pm.
“Book ‘em, Dano! Publishing Your Family’s 
Story”  Presented by Jeff Lewy 
 Learn how to create and publish the stories of your 
family history without having to become a profes-
sional author first. Jeff Lewy will explain how he 
wrote down the family stories he acquired from oth-
ers, added old photos, filled in some of the gaps with 
his own research, and used an online publisher/printer 
to create an inexpensive book his relatives are buying 
and telling others about.
Rhoda Goldman Plaza
2180 Post Street, San Francisco 94115 
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html 

Events continued on page 2
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California Genealogical Society
Saturday, March 28, 2015, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
“Finding Living Women on the Internet” 
Presented by Ron Arons
Ron will cover, by example, the multitude of catego-
ries of websites that can be used to track down or 
simply discover living women. Women are inherently 
more difficult to track down than men. They might be 
using their maiden name, their married name, etc.
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612          
Register here

California Genealogical Society
Sunday, March 29, 2015, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm.
“Scots-Irish Seminar” 
This all-day event will feature presentations by Fintan 
Mullan and Gillian Hunt of the Ulster Historical 
Foundation in Belfast, Northern Ireland.
Holiday Inn Hotel, 77 Hegenberger Road
Oakland, CA 94621
Registration and info.

Sonoma County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Apr 18, 2015, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
“2015 Spring Seminar” 
This all-day event features four lectures by renowned 
blogger Thomas McEntee
Registration

Blog Spot

Check out the blog of our Secretary, Sandy Smith,  
“Digging into My Family Roots”.

Dick Eastman tells about “A New Genealogy 
Website went Online Today: Genealogy Gophers ”

“122 Tools to Plan and Build Your Family Tree” 
offers a wealth of information

Read about the two parts of a family mystery unrav-
elled by DNA,  “And Who Would’ve Thought…
It Figures”  and  “Switched at Birth: Unraveling a 
Century-Old Mystery with DNA”
 
Roberta Estes explains “Why Autosomal Response 
Rate REALLY DOES Matter”

Kitty Cooper explains about  “ Triangulation: Prov-
ing a Common Ancestor”.

Events continued from page 1 Judy Russell, the Legal Genealogist, talks about those drat-
ted ethnicity percentages in “Making the best of what’s 
not so good”

Read Cathy Gowdy’s article on “The Muscio Family”

A new season of “Who Do You Think You Are” 
returned to TLC on Sunday, Mar 8, 2015.

DNA Interest Group Page on MCGS Website
A new page has been created on the MCGS website 
featuring news items for those interested in using 
DNA testing to further their family history research.

Check it out here. 

Officers for 2014 - 15

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche
Registrar - Nancy Fabian

Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Recycle - Mary Lee Sammis

Research - Cathy Gowdy
Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Malcolm Barker

    
I was six years old when my family sailed to South Africa 
from England in July 1939.  My father had a three-year 
business contract there, but it was put in jeopardy when 
the war broke out in September. We settled in Durban and 
waited until the war ended before sailing back to England 
in July 1946. To help support the family I left school at 16 
and went to work as a newspaper reporter in Brighton, on 
England’s south coast. 
   Ships and foreign countries were my passion, and I later 
spent six years aboard seven other ships, roaming the high 
seas either as a passenger or as a crewman working in the 
Purser’s office on board P & O passenger ships. One of 
those ships was based in Sydney, Australia, and for almost 
two years we went on cruises up, down and around the Pa-
cific Ocean stopping off regularly at Japan, Malaya, Hong 
Kong, China, Hawaii and those exotic South Sea islands 
Tonga, Fiji, Samoa and New Hebrides.
   On one four-month round-the-world voyage we sailed 
under the Golden Gate Bridge into San Francisco Bay. 
It wasn’t long before I decided that’s where I wanted to 
settle. I applied for a job working at our agent’s office, 
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand at 230 Cali-
fornia Street. Although they had no vacancies at that time, 
I signed off the ship when next in London and sailed to 
Canada to await their call.
   By the time I got that call I was broke. Fortunately, the 
steamship company sent me an advance of salary together 
with a letter offering me the job. Armed with the letter, 
I was able to finalize the paperwork for my immigrant’s 
visa at the U.S. Embassy. On September 13, 1961 I flew to 
San Francisco, and the very next day I started work. I soon 
became familiar with both sides of the agent’s job – on the 
ship and on the shore.
   It wasn’t long before I became intrigued with San 
Francisco’s history – in particular, the story of two stray 

dogs that roamed the city’s streets between 1861and1865. 
I wrote a book about them but couldn’t find a publisher. 
Years later, in 1984, I set myself up in business as Lon-
donborn Publications and published it myself. Bummer & 
Lazarus: San Francisco’s Famous Dogs was an immedi-
ate success. I delved further into the city’s past and found 
many intriguing accounts written by people who lived 
in the Bay Area in those days. In 1994 I published San 
Francisco Memoirs 1835-1851: Eyewitness accounts of 
the birth of a city. Two years later I published More San 
Francisco Memoirs 1852-1899: The ripening years. The 
final volume of the trilogy, Three Fearful Days: San Fran-
cisco Memoirs of the 1906 earthquake and fire, came out 
in 1998. For some fascinating stories of San Francisco, go 
to my website: www.sanfranciscomemoirs.com.
   Those few years can be considered my “fifteen minutes 
of fame” because each book prompted another series of 
lectures and television appearances. As the centennial of 
the 1906 earthquake and fire approached I published a 
special hardcover version of volume 3, and was invited to 
help in the production of three international documentaries 
– one French, one Canadian, and one English.
   In 1983 I became an American citizen. The following 
year I moved to Mill Valley, and a year later to San Rafael, 
where I live now.  Life is less hectic, and I’m quite content 
with that!
   For several years I’ve been involved in another form 
of research – genealogy.  So far, not much to report. No 
connection to royalty or history. Just ordinary folk living 
ordinary lives in England.
   One ancestor whom I find particularly interesting is my 
greatgrandmother Catherine Gregson (nee Anderson) who 
lived in a village in Northamptonshire. Her parents disin-
herited her because she married a railway guard in 1870. 
Sadly, he died three years after the marriage, leaving her 
with two small children. Unable to cope financially, she 
left the children in the care of relatives and went to work 
as a live-in domestic servant for the Vicar of Great Dod-
dington and his family in a building dating back to 1510.  
   A few years ago I visited that charming old village Great 
Doddington. The vicarage is still there, though now a 
private home. I couldn’t help imagining the whole scene as 
something from a PBS Masterpiece Theatre production. 
   As for her two children, the daughter became my grand-
mother and the son became a successful businessman who, 
when he died, left a sizeable inheritance to my mother (his 
niece) that enabled her to take us all to South Africa in 
1939.

http://www.sanfranciscomemoirs.com/


Researching Hints – Organize your research
• Chart your family tree
• Make duplicates of primary documents
• Create folders or binders for different branches of 
your family
• Create a research log to help you remember what 
resources you’ve researched
• Start with the most likely records
• Go from the known to the unknown
• Focus on one question at a time
• Develop a relentless “track ‘em down” attitude
• Look for alternative spellings and nicknames; learn 
to use wild cards
• Do not rely solely on indexes – if your family 
should be in an area – search the documents page by 
page
• Do not trust copies selected by someone else; if pos-
sible, look at the original with your own eyes

Thanks to Miriam Detert, 
for a recent donation to 

the Marin County Genealogical Society
Consider giving your own tax 

deductible donation to the Society

 Bring recyclable items to our general meetings!
Solution to the March 2015 Mystery Location 
Marin Pavilion, Panama Pacific International 
Exposition.
This shows the Marin County booth at the San Fran-
cisco’s 1915 World’s Fair to commemorate the open-
ing of the Panama Canal and to showcase San Fran-
cisco’s renaissance following the 1906 earthquake.  
The Marin Journal claimed that this booth was the 
most attractive feature in the entire Exposition, and 
held the commanding position in the building, with 
the word Marin in bold letters across the hallway, and 
the Marin hills in plain view through a window.
Read more in this article.

Please Welcome Our New Members:
Robert Thornton from Novato.
Researching Thornton, Evans and Mc Laren

Marin Mystery Location
This is not actually located in Marin County, but the 
association is there. Can you identify where it was lo-
cated, and what was being depicted.      Photo Cour-
tesy Anne T. Kent California Room, Marin County 
Free Library.     The solution is upside down below. 

https://annetkent.kontribune.com/articles/5670

